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• The department shall submit regulations to 
guide in:

• the management of end-of-life photovoltaic 
modules and energy storage system batteries on 
solar projects

• the decommissioning of solar projects in excess of 
thirteen acres- to include partial refurbishing and 
complete decommissioning





• 19 counties w. ordinances to regulate PVMs 

• 14 counties w. decommissioning 
requirements for large-scale projects

• 10 ordinances require financial assurance

• No statewide requirements for 
decommissioning large-scale projects





• Define decommissioning
• Specify whether requirements apply to all facilities, 

or certain size, type, etc.
• Specify when and to whom a decommissioning 

plan should be submitted (for example, submitted 
to planning office, filed with Register of Deeds, etc.)

• Specify financial assurance requirements
• Specify timeframe for completion of 

decommissioning



• Specify decommissioning plan requirements
• Identify elements that need removal and management
• Specify site restitution requirements
• Provide guidance for making cost estimates
• Specify allowable financial mechanisms
• Define what constitutes completed decommissioning
• Define abandonment and detail allowable actions upon 

abandonment; i.e. revocation of FA, initiating 
decommissioning, levying fines, liens, etc.



• Specify when decommissioning is to be initiated
• Description of any landowner agreement (e.g., lease)
• ID the party responsible for decommissioning
• Description of removal, disposal, recycling activities
• Description of site restoration
• Cost estimates for decommissioning
• Proposed FA mechanism



• Specify in what instances FA will be required
• Outline how cost estimates are to be 
calculated
• Specify at what point in time FA is required, 
i.e. 100% at start-up or allowable phase-in?
• Specify allowable mechanisms
• Specify approval process for submitting FA 
proposal
• Specify by whom FA will be accessed if 
needed



• Abandonment and Removal Clause. Zoning enforcement via 
the imposition of civil penalties and fines, and/or by imposing 
a lien on the property to recover the associated costs

• Special Permit Application. Mandates through zoning code 
that decommissioning plan be submitted by the solar 
developer; allows the local government to place a lien on the 
property to pay for the costs of removal and remediation

• Temporary Variance/Special Permit Process. If not 
renewed, the site would no longer be in compliance with local 
zoning, and the locality could use zoning enforcement 
authority to require the removal of the facility



• Texas ordinance to 
review
• Estimated cost/FA

• Reassess (or first assess) 
value 10 years and every 
5 years

• Method vs. value for FA

• Decommissioning 
defined

• State siting board holds 
plans

• PSC review 75 
megawatts or over 
(Siting Act)
• Gap for smaller 

facilitites (5-10 acres 
per megawatt)



• How do we help with 
education & outreach 
on this issue?
• DHEC’s role

• Energy Office

• Uniformity is key in 
sharing to private 
sector and public

• Solar Energy Assn. with 
consistency











Barnwell Chester Kentucky
Decommission: 
Removal and Site 
Restoration

Decommission: All 
Solar Equipment 
Removed

Conditional Use 
submit a 
Decommissioning Plan

Permitted Use: 
Removal Required

Financial Assurance 
Required

No 
Financial Assurance

Conditional Use 
Financial Assurance 
Required;

Permitted Use—No 
Financial Assurance



• Marlboro zoning 
and setback

• SC-APA updates on 
additional counties 
and zoning

• Arrange a site visit

• DHEC draft model 
template for group 
to review

• Webpage updates 
for solar stakeholder 
groups
• Legislative report
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